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to obtain from the referendum. It is not surprising,
therefore, that the members of the government and
the majority should speak ill of the referendum, or
that the chiefs of the opposition should have no
terms too flattering to apply to it. The former owe
nothing to the institution, quite the contrary.

A great many of their laws, it is true, have obtained
the sanction of the people, but how many others
have been rejected after having been drafted with
great labour, and defended clause by clause against
the minority, and from which its supporters hoped
for valuable results for the whole country, and espe-
cially for their party? The opposition does not
experience these regrets. It considers the laws that
it has succeeded in rejecting as so many acts of
revenge, or as so many landmarks on the road to
power. In its hands the referendum has become a
weapon with which to do battle, and it has often
proved victorious.

All politicians do not regard the referendum in
this light. There are some rare exceptions. I have
met men who struggled in their youth with all the
energy of sincere conviction for the success of demo-
cratic institutions. The fortune of elections has
brought them into power, and the referendum has
done them a bad turn. All the same they have
remained faithful to it, and pardoned it with a good
grace. I do not undertake to say whether this is
the result of democratic conviction or ardour propre.
J^simply state the fact as a somewhat exceptional
one.

As a general rule, the opposition, whether it be
Catholic or Liberal, is satisfied with the referendum.